National Space Centre - Risk Assessment Form
General Risk Assessment Reference – G397
	Location
	National Space Centre 

	Equipment / Activity to be assessed
	Gravity Wells

	Date of assessment
	17/02/2023

	Last Review Date (If applicable)
	07/2022

	Next Review date:
	February 2024 but continual assessment as dictated by changes to National Space Centre operational requirements or being subject to amendments in Health and Safety Law / changes to guidance stated in Approved Codes of Practices from the HSE.

	Originator of Risk Assessor -Name(s)/ Date
	

	Authorised by Line Manager/Date Authorised
	

	Authorised by Health and Safety Manager (Date)
	Katrina May Neve (17/02/2023)


	What are the hazards? -
something with a potential to cause harm)
	Who might be harmed and how?
	Control Measures-what are you already doing to reduce the risk?
 
	Additional control measures-do you need to do anything else to control the risk? 
	Risk rating

Refer to Matrix below*
	Authorised by Health & Safety Manager /Date

	Masses could fall and land on feet
	Staff and students
	Students warned to watch out for falling masses. 
	
	Likelihood= 1
Severity= 2
Risk= 2

(Low)


	Katrina May Neve (17/02/2023)

	Fingers trapped in bulldog clips
	Staff
	NSA team member to construct gravity wells carefully before session
	 
	Likelihood= 1
Severity= 2
Risk= 2

(Low)


	Katrina May Neve (17/02/2023)

	Slipping on escaped marbles
	Staff and students
	Ensure marbles do not get dropped and pick up immediately if they are
	Count marbles in and out
	Likelihood= 1
Severity= 3
Risk= 3

(Low)


	Katrina May Neve (17/02/2023)


Updated or newly created assessments from May 2021 will be subject to the following measures implemented to reflect changes due to the COVID-19 Pandemic:
· Staff to wear appropriate PPE, if close interaction with visitors, if in a presenter role in workshops or demonstrations. Exemptions will be made for staff or members of the public with existing medical conditions. 

· Social distancing to be observed as far as is reasonably practicable.

· Regular cleaning of any work surfaces and equipment to be completed before the Centre opens. 

· Regular cleaning of any work surfaces and equipment to be carried out throughout the day in between workshops / activities.

· Regular cleaning of any work surfaces and equipment to be completed after the Centre closes. 

· Perspex screens used as necessary to minimise close direct contact and ensure safe distance when delivering workshops and demonstrations. 

· Hand sanitising stations to be readily available. 

· Appropriate advisory signage for guidance of members of the public to be in place. 

· Limiting numbers of participants attending workshops or demonstrations to ensure social distancing. 

· School visitor numbers are limited to 500 (to be reviewed regularly), to ensure social distancing throughout the centre. 
Risk Rating Scale

Risk = Likelihood of injury x Severity of injury

R = L x S

Low risk = 1 – 6, Medium risk = 8 - 12, High risk = 15 - 25

	
	S = Severity of injury

	
	Minor injury or illness (1)


	First aid injury or illness (2)
	“3 day” injury or illness (3)
	Major injury or illness (4)
	Fatality, disabling injury, etc (5)

	L = Likelihood of injury
	Very unlikely (1)
	1 = Low
	2 = Low
	3 – Low
	4 = Low
	5 = Low

	
	Unlikely (2)
	2 = Low
	4 = Low
	6 = Low
	8 = Medium
	10 = Medium

	
	Likely (3)
	3 = Low
	6 = Low
	9 = Medium
	12 = Medium
	15 = High

	
	Very likely (4)
	4 = Low
	8 = Medium
	12 = Medium
	16 = High
	20 = High

	
	Almost certain (5)
	5 = Low
	10 = Medium
	15 = High
	20 = High
	25 = High


	
	Risk Rating Definitions and guidelines. 

	Low

	Minor Injuries not resulting in any first aid or absence from work.

This is an acceptable level of risk. No further controls are required as the risk rating cannot be reduced any further. However, it is advised continual monitoring occurs in order to ensure that no changes/deviation of control measures occur. 



	Medium
	An injury requiring further medical assistance or is a RIDDOR related incident.

It is advised that further control measures are implemented to reduce the risk rating to a low a level as possible. If the risk cannot be reduced to lower than a medium, then on-site monitoring should occur to ensure that all stipulated controls are bring adhered to. 



	High
	Death, paralysis, long term serious hill health. 

This is an unacceptable risk rating. Urgent interim controls should be implemented to reduce the risk so far as is reasonably practicable. If the risk rating cannot be reduced to lower than high, then a documented safe system of work should be implemented to control the activity, it may be necessary to seek further professional advice. Serious consideration should be given to the validity of carrying out the activity at all. Regular Monitoring of the activity should occur. 




National Space Centre

