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The National Space Academy and Lead Educators 

Thank you for your interest in the National Space Academy Lead Educator post. This document 

includes some background on our team, what we do and some more information about the Lead 

Educator role specifically.  

 

Who are the National Space Academy? 
Since launching in 2008 we've engaged with more than 50,000 students, nearly 6000 teachers and 

hundreds of industry professionals. We started in Leicester and now deliver all over the world. 

 

We have a network of outstanding teachers; or Lead Educators, who use the inspirational context of 

space to teach STEM subjects to 11-19 year olds and their teachers. We aim to grow the size and 

quality of the UK science and engineering skills pool by increasing engagement and attainment in 

STEM. 

 

The National Space Academy is a not for profit arm of the National Space Centre charity. Many of 

our programmes are paid for directly by schools and individuals. We are also supported by a 

generous group of funders. Our main funders are the National Space Centre and the UK Space 

Agency, with further support from the Ogden Trust, PPG Industries and various UK space sector 

organisations. Any surplus is invested back into resources and programmes.   

 

Our Head Office is at the National Space Centre in Leicester, but we have Lead Educators all over the 

UK. Lead Educators are current teachers or have very recently retired from a long career in teaching. 

Most of our Lead Educators are seconded to us from their school and deliver the majority of their 

National Space Academy work near to where they are based.  

 

You can see our current team bios at nationalspacecacemy.org/about/our-team 

 

What programmes does the National Space Academy deliver? 
Below are some current examples of our work. This constantly changes to reflect the educational 

environment and the provision already available in each region we work within. 

 

Student Masterclasses 

Inspiring and curriculum relevant space science classes for 11 – 19 year olds. We work with teachers 

to build a bespoke learning session for students. Masterclasses are delivered by Lead Educators in 

schools across the UK, or at the National Space Centre in our bespoke  
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science lab. We run half day and full day masterclasses, as well as multiple 1-hour sessions. Subjects 

currently include physics, chemistry, biology, applied science, and maths.  

 

Teacher CPD sessions 

Intensive training sessions for teachers with a focus on classroom-ready, hands-on activities with 

strong relevance to the curriculum. Lead Educators typically run these sessions in schools or at 

universities. Our most popular CPD sessions are for PGCE students. 

 

Careers Conferences 

A great opportunity for students to meet people working in the space sector. We 

have connections with leading space science businesses and universities who send representatives 

to our events. They discuss careers, space science and technology and current projects with 

students. Careers Conferences are currently delivered by our Core Team, visiting keynote speakers, 

Project Scientists and the National Space Centre staff.  

 

International Work  

We have delivered various projects overseas, from the European Space Camp in Andoya, Norway, to 

a space science summer school in Beijing for schools from all over China. Our international offer is 

growing. Schools, teachers and other organisations from around the world are engaging with us to 

enhance their teaching and learning offers. Some of our Lead Educators have had the opportunity to 

travel overseas for our International projects.  

 

Who is eligible to apply to become a National Space Academy Lead Educator? 
The most important criteria: 

• An excellent track record of success in teaching 

• A real interest in space science 

• 3+ teaching experience (after NQT year) 

• The support of your Head Teacher to apply 

• Based in the UK 

The ideal candidate: 

• Currently teaching a STEM subject up to AS/A2 level or equivalent 

• Advanced Skills Teacher, or equivalent status 

• 5+ teaching experience (after NQT year) 

 

We welcome applications from physics, chemistry, biology and maths teachers. Read the job 

description for a list of the expected responsibilities. 
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How would my school benefit from a Lead Educator post? 
• The role brings an outstanding development and retention opportunity for excellent STEM 

teachers. 

• You will have the opportunity to work with some of the UK’s leading space scientists and 

engineers, so you can bring fresh ideas for teaching STEM in your school. We have previously 

worked with British ESA astronaut Tim Peake; the winner of the BBC’s Astronauts Do You 

Have What it Takes Dr Suzie Imber; Director of Human Spaceflight at ESA Dr David Parker, 

and many others from organisations like UK Space Agency, The Royal Society and Science 

and Technology Facilities Council.  

• Association with a national space education programme and the National Space Centre; a 

leading regional centre of space education expertise and excellence. 

• The Lead Educator role can be used to sustain or create an outreach type post in your 

school, with a maximum of £6000 per year (the payment for 24 days) from the National 

Space Academy as a contribution. 

• Resources developed for and by other Lead Educators will be available for you to use within 

your school. 

 

How much would I be paid and what is the time commitment?   
• Funding for a National Space Academy Lead Educator post is paid directly to your school at a 

rate of £250 per day. We advise that this is used for supply teacher cover in term-time and 

to cover a payment of £200 per day to the Lead Educator for holiday period work. 

• Extra funding is available for training, including attendance at our annual symposium Schools 

agree to release Lead Educators for a fixed number of training days agreed at the start of the 

year. 

• In addition to the training days, a minimum of 5 term time delivery days (which might 

include INSET days) are agreed between the Lead Educator, the school and National Space 

Academy. The exact dates are agreed as opportunities arise. 

• If opportunities arise, more delivery dates may become available. It is up to the Lead 

Educator and the school should they wish to accept these. These might be in term time or 

holiday time. 

• Lead Educator contracts with a school are initially for one year and will be extended on a 

rolling basis year by year. 

 

Contact information 

For an informal discussion about the Lead Educator role please arrange a time by contacting 

nsa@spacecentre.co.uk / 0116 258 2147. These are also the contact details should you have any 

questions about the role. You can also find lots more information about the National Space Academy 

on our website (nationalspaceacademy.org), or on our social media channels.  
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